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Friends and family
feel let down by the
Irish legal system
as they continue

to seek justice

The mood was unusually cheer-
ful at the annual general assem-
bly of the Association for the
Truth About the Murder of So-
phie Toscan du Plantier (AS-
SOPH) on Monday night.

Since the last general assem-
bly, the French judge Nathalie
Turquey has issued an ordon-
nance de renvoi summarising ev-
idence againstIan Bailey, a Brit-
ish citizen living in west Cork,
and sending him to trial for vol-
untary homicide in the Paris as-
sizes high criminal court.

ASSOPH was created nine

years ago to help Georges and
Marguerite Bouniol, the ageing
parents of the French woman
who was murdered 20 years
ago next month near Schull.

Monday night’s meeting was
held in the neo-Renaissance
wedding room at the town hall
of Paris’s second district, where
Mrs Bouniol, who was then dep-
uty mayor, married her daugh-
ter to the film producer Daniel
Toscan du Plantier in June
1990.

Mrs Bouniol opened the as-
sembly by thanking some 50
members of ASSOPH “from
the bottom of my heart” for at-
tending.

The victim’s uncle,
Jean-Pierre Gazeau, said AS-
SOPH’s objective was truth and
justice. “For the time being, we
have neither truth nor justice,
but now we have a suspect who
isalsoanaccused ... Ifheiscon-
victed, we can really fight to ob-
tain justice, because a convict
must be punished.”

Scratches

Alain Spilliaert, a lawyer for Ms
Toscandu Plantier’s family, list-
ed elements that led Judge Tur-
queyto charge Mr Bailey: “The
presence of scratches on his
hands and a cut on his fore-
head, absent on Sunday night
and present on the morning of
December 23rd; the absence of

an alibi during the night of De-
cember 22nd-23rd, his state-
ments having been confused
and contradictory and refuted
by credible testimony; his
knowledge before everyone
else, aside from the investiga-
tors, of the scene of the crime
and his rapid presence on the
scene; repeated confessions be-
fore third persons; Marie Far-
rell’swithdrawal of her testimo-
ny in suspicious circumstances;
a bonfire on December 26th
where witnesses said clothing
wasburned ...”

Mr Bailey has denied any in-
volvement in the murder of Ms
Toscan du Plantier, and denies
ever making admissions of such
involvement.

Speaking at the Paris event,
James McGuill, ASSOPH’s
Irish lawyer, said: “I feel a cer-
tain sense of trepidation defend-
ing Irish procedures here, be-
cause they have been truly
abominable.”

The office of the Director of
Public Prosecutions concluded
yearsago thatit did not have suf-
ficient evidence to put Mr Bai-
ley on trial in Ireland. In 2012,
the Supreme Court overturned
a High Court decision to extra-
dite him to France.

Judge Turquey has now is-
sued a second European arrest
warrant. One of the Supreme
Court’s objections, that the orig-
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inal warrant did not make clear
the purpose was for trial, no
longer stands. But the second
reason, the court’s interpreta-
tion of the Irish law transposing
the EU’s 2002 framework ac-
cord on European arrest war-
rants, still stands.

“It is absolutely foreseeable
thata further request for his sur-
render on the basis of the exist-
ing law will fail,” Mr McGuill
said. Under Irish law as it now
stands, Ireland cannot extra-
dite Mr Bailey to France be-
cause he is British.

Circumstances have
changed since the last Supreme
Court ruling. “The political
landscape has changed consid-
erably since the UK decision to
leave the EU,” Mr McGuill said.
“Our politicians will be very con-
scious of that.”

Three of the five justices who
took the decision have passed
awayorretired, and an interme-
diate court of appeals has been
established between the High
Court and the Supreme Court,
further complicating extradi-
tion.

Defective

Mr McGuill believes the war-
rant will be rejected again, un-
less Ddil Eireann changes what
he regards as a defective Irish
law transposing the EU direc-
tive. The process could be com-
pleted “easily and quickly”, he
said.

Laurent Pettiti, another law-
yer for ASSOPH, said the associ-
ation was filing a third suit with
the European Commission,
over what it regards as Ire-
land’s failure to fulfil its obliga-
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tion under European law to ex-
tradite Mr Bailey.

The commission rejected
two earlier suits, but Mr Pettiti
believes the fact that Mr Bailey
hasbeen charged and is wanted
for trial in France may make a
difference.

Violentdeaths

Anne Delcassian, an Irish wom-
an whose sister, Irene White,
was murdered in Ireland 11
years ago, said that according
to records kept by Women’s
Aid, 209 women have died vio-
lentlyin Ireland since 1996.

“In 33 cases, including those
of Sophie and Irene, no one has
been held accountable. . . It’s
clear that the justice system in
Ireland is not working. The
Irish system s rotten,” she said.

Pierre-Louis Baudey, Ms Tos-
can du Plantier’s son, was a
teenager when his mother was
murdered.

“Twenty years is a long
time,” he said. “Some of us who
were children are parents to-
day. Our lives have changed,
evolved, and yet this room is
still full.”

Mr Baudey spends holidays
at his mother’s home in west
Cork. “Ireland is part of my life.
It’s part of my children’s lives.
We are not against Ireland. We
are asking for a public debate
onthe evidence.”




