
 
 
 

July 2016: we are FINALLY heading towards a case in the High Court 
of Criminal Justice, "We are FINALLY approaching the truth" 

 
WORD FROM JEAN-PIERRE GAZEAU, PRESIDENT ASSOPH 

An important objective of our association, created in autumn 2007, was achieved when the French 
investigating judge decided to charge the main suspect of voluntary manslaughter before the High Court 
of Criminal Justice in Paris (court d’assize) and simultaneously issued a second European arrest warrant 
against him. This expected event, on the first week of August, caused much media interest in both 
countries. Our Association has reacted with a press release in French and English. The text is available 
on our website. 

Our struggle changes its nature with this perspective of a case in absentia, unless Ireland decides to 
honour its European commitments on judicial cooperation and makes an immediate transfer of the 
suspect to the French authorities. We will remain discreet in public; but attentive to court proceedings, 
while continuing to support the plaintiffs and their lawyers with our extensive knowledge of the case and 
the compromising evidence and strategies we can suggest to them. While also remaining very vigilant on 
the many obstacles that will arise in the coming months to slow or block the search for the truth about the 
murder of Sophie. We have already had a glimpse of what lies ahead by reading interviews of the suspect 
or advice from his Irish or French lawyers. The French judiciary and the family of the victim are clearly 
being insulted. The charge being brought before the High Court of Criminal Justice (Court assizes) is 
described as a "farce". But on which side is the "farce" if it is not the refusal by Ireland to fulfil its 
obligations in terms of justice for almost 20 years, or if it is not the distressing spectacle given by the 
suspect during the case that he had himself brought (and lost!), in 2003 and 2014, or if it is not in his 
grotesque explanations as to the origin of the scratches on the back of his hands and the wound to his 
forehead, absent the day before the crime was committed...? 

Our next general assembly is scheduled for 21 November 2016. It will focus on our nine years of 
existence, punctuated by success and unfortunately also disappointments. But current judicial decisions 
confirm the actions defined during our previous meetings. They amplify our perseverance and 
determination that would not exist without the loyal support of members and donors. 

JUILY 27, 2016: « A MAJOR EVENEMENT »: THE BRITISH SUSPECT, IAN BAILEY IS CHARGED OF 
VOLONTARY HOMICIDE BY THE FRENCH INVESTIGATING JUDGE 

JUILY 27, 2016: JUDGE NATHALIE TURQUEY ISSUED A FORMAL ACCUSATION AGAINST THE 
BRITISH SUSPECT IAN BAILEY  

The investigating judge Nathalie TURQUEY decided on July 27, 2016 to START A CRIMINAL CASE 
BEFORE THE COURT OF ASSIZES OF PARIS against Ian BAILEY for voluntary homicide of Sophie 
BOUNIOL wife of Daniel TOSCAN du PLANTIER. Judge TURQUEY made her decision according to 
the French Prosecutor’s decisions and according to the inquiry and evidence accumulated by her 
predecessor judge Patrick GACHON. 

A new European Arrest Warrant was issued on July 13, 2016 and remains fully enforceable. 
THIS FORMAL CHARGE IS AN IMPORTANT STEP ON THE WAY TO THE TRUTH 

Ian Bailey will be publicly required to explain his actions before the High Court of Criminal justice in 
Paris, on the elements found against him based on evidence and facts related by witnesses which 
were collected by Irish and French police, and about the contradictions in his statements and all 
other elements in his favour or not revealed during the investigations. 

Of course the suspect is presumed innocent until final judgment. The debate in Court is contradictory 
and the Defence is free to contradict any part of the accusations. 
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IAN BAILEY’S RELUCTANCE TO FACE JUDGES WILL UNDOUBTEDELY BE MAINTAINED 

Ian Bailey, who still claims his innocence very strongly, has always refused to explain himself before 
the French courts, reserving his statements for the Irish press. 

His refusal to answer questions of the French justice has been ongoing for 20 years: 

- refusal to appear in France before the judge, 

- refusal to accept the execution of the European Arrest Warrant in 2010 that would 
have allowed him to access the file and to submit his views and elements of defence. 

 
It is quite possible that Ian BAILEY will again refuse to appear before the High Court of Paris, 
although presumed innocent until judgment. 
 
All these delays, and duplicity tend to accredit a confession. 
 
IN IRELAND THE DECISION TO PRESS CHARGES HAS TRIGGERED MANY CONTRADICTORY 
REACTIONS 
 
The charge against Ian BAILEY before the High Court of PARIS resounded like a ”clap of thunder” in 
Ireland. The fact that Ian BAILEY be brought before a court contrary to the Irish DPP who has always 
refused to make a charge is somewhat of a surprise to the Irish citizens, who are unaccustomed to 
the completely independent role of the investigating judge in France. The Irish press reaction were in 
continuity with its previous reactions, some newspapers did not hesitate to attack the French 
judiciary by relaying the words of Frank BUTTIMER, Bailey's lawyer. 
 
A SOLID AND RELENTLESS indictment  
The investigating judge Nathalie TURQUEY presents her findings, the incriminating and exculpatory 
elements against Ian BAILEY in a reasoned and very precise manner in her accusation order. The 
order is a concluding document of a 20-year investigation period, developed from the findings and 
statements collected by the Irish Garda and the French police. 

She thus abandons the initial qualification of murder for lack of sufficient evidence justifying a 
premediated crime, and redefines the crime as “voluntary manslaughter”. She also waives the charge 
of subordination of witness "in the absence of any evidence to determine whether the facts involved 
are punished by the laws of Ireland." 

She finds no conclusive evidence in favour of the suspect, in particular the absence of traces of the 
suspect at the scene of the crime. This does not mean that he was not present since nothing only the 
ADN of Sophie was found.  The absence of a valid alibi for the suspect during the night of the crime, 
is taken into account. 

She points out the elements she regards as "serious and concordant", among the incriminating 
evidence on which Ian Bailey will have to explain himself: 

- The presence of thorn scratches on his hands and a cut on his forehead that were missing Sunday 
evening and present on Monday December 23, 

- The absence of an alibi on the night of December 22 to 23. His statements about his activities and 
his whereabouts being confused, contradictory and variable, and contradicted by credible 
witness statements., 

- His knowledge of details of the crime scene before any other person except the investigators, his 
very rapid presence on the premises or nearby being strongly affirmed by several witnesses, 

- Inaccuracies, lies and contradictions about his movements before and after the crime, 

- Repeated confessions before third parties, 

- … 



WHAT IS GOING TO HAPPEN NOW? 
 
The judge Nathalie TURQUEY ordered that “the file of the proceedings and a statement of the exhibits 
be transmitted without delay to the Prosecutor of the Republic at the High Court of Criminal justice of 
Paris to be registered in accordance with the law”. 

She simultaneously issued a new European Arrest Warrant that will be transmitted to the Irish 
authorities.  
 
Bailey will be summoned before a judge in charge of Extraditions in Dublin to state if he accepts or 
not to appear voluntarily before the High Court of Criminal justice of Paris (Cour assize). 
 
He will likely refuse and appeal to the High Court in Dublin before which a hearing will be scheduled. 
  
Presumably the High Court in Dublin will refuse to execute the European Arrest Warrant in view of 
the unfavourable decision made by the Irish Supreme Court on March 1, 2012 which retained an 
argument of non-reciprocity. 
  
The Court in Paris will then hear a trial in absentia, in accordance with Articles 379-2 and in 
accordance of the Code of Criminal Procedure, of the French Court of Criminal justice (Cour d’Assize 
composed of only three professional judges. 
  
Two scenarios are possible in this court audience: either Bailey is only represented by counsel and a 
full hearing will take place with questioning of witnesses and no questioning of the suspect, or if he 
is not represented a hearing will take place and will be reduced to a reading of the accusations, the 
arguments of the plaintiffs and the prosecution charge. 
 
Bailey is under an order of 30 years in prison under Article 221-1 of the Penal Code and will not be 
able to make an appeal of that judgment from Ireland. 
 
WHAT WILL BE THE ROLE OF THE ASSOPH?  
The ASSOPH notes these important new developments, and considers them as an essential step in 
the search for truth. The high standard of the words spoken by parents, son and relatives of Sophie 
demonstrates the correctness of their choice in the progress of the procedure. 

The ASSOPH continues and will carry-on supporting the family of Sophie in their fight for truth and 
justice, in a case that concerns a homicide savagely carried out almost twenty years ago.  

The ASSOPH expects that Ireland will respect the French judiciary and finally, before a court of 
justice, allow that the different parties i.e. defence and plaintiffs, hold a debate on the basis of serious 
elements gathered by independent judges. 

The fight is far from over and further procedural and legal digressions are to be expected. We must 
not lower our guard and remain vigilant, the resources of the opponents to the truth are still 
numerous and powerful. 

OUR GENERAL ASSEMBLY WILL BE HELD ON MONDAY NOVEMBER 21, 2016 IN PARIS 
The date of our General Assembly 2016, is scheduled ON Monday, November 21, 2016, in Paris and in 
principle in the premises of the Mairie of the 2nd arrondissement. Information will be sent to 
members in due time. 

Of course the moral report of the association, the financial report, but also a precise explanation of 
significant legal current events and future prospects, including the axes of our activities for 2017 will 
be presented at this meeting. 

The election of the Board of Directors and the “bureau” of the ASSOPH will follow. 

Remember to subscribe the amount of your contribution, still set at 30 €, if you have not already done 
so. Donations are of course welcomed. 

Dues and donations to be sent to ASSOPH, 4 rue de LANGEAC, 75015 PARIS  
Contact: assoph0793@orange.fr - Internet: http://www.assoph.org 


