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ASSOCIATION FOR THE TRUTH ABOUT THE 
MURDER OF SOPHIE TOSCAN DU PLANTIER 

BORN BOUNIOL 
 

OUR ASSOCIATION INTENSIFIES ITS FIGHT  

 The Association for the Truth About the Murder of Sophie Toscan du Plantier has 
implemented the decisions made at the meeting of September 25, 2012 with the objective of 
correcting Ireland’s partiality and inequity in its appreciation of the case, boost its 
European actions and continue its collaboration with judge Patrick Gachon in France. 

IN Ireland:  
- mobilization of Irish members of parliament for the modification of the law of the country with 
respect to the European Arrest Warrant. James Mac Guill, the Irish lawyer of family and of the 
Association, convinced some of them to put the issue of compliance of Irish law with the European 
Agreement regarding the EAW on the agenda of the parliamentary debates. A discussion actually 
took place in June 2012 and will resume in 2013. 
- a request for reconsideration of Sophie’s case by the Serious Crime Review Team (SCRT). 
Three members of the Association, J.A. Bloc, J.P. Gazeau and A. Spilliaert, travelled to Dublin on 
23 and 24 November 2012. They met with the leadership of SCRT. This police agency recently 
established, is responsible for taking into consideration the requests of families and relatives of 
crime victims. It sets on the request of the Irish Police Superintendent. This new procedure 
provides victims with an opportunity of expression for the first time in the judicial history of the 
State. This is a real progress to which the Association contributed, and for which we can be proud. 

In Europe:  
1- To remind, that three years ago, the Association had filed an application before the 
European Court for violation of the right to a fair trial and violation of full legal recourse. We 
cannot but deplore, today, the slow process due to the congestion of the court. 
2- In addition, a complaint was also made in September 2012 to the European Commission 
for breach of Community law, serious deficiencies in the implementation and processing of the 
inquiry and bad judicial cooperation, etc. These shortcomings have led to the inability to correctly 
establish the circumstances of the crime, let alone the identity of the murderer. To date, we have 
no information about the progress of this procedure.  

In France:  
- Sophie's family and the Association met with the French Ministry of European Affairs. They 
sought the support of their application to the European Court and their complaint before the 
European Commission following the decision of the Irish Supreme Court. The ministry’s experts 
must first study the Irish law on the EAW before taking a position on this request. 
- The Association responds to the partiality of the decision of the Supreme Court of Ireland by 
publishing a "White Book” in French and English. This is a written summary document whose 
purpose is to report miscarriages made by judicial, police and political authorities that have 
hampered the handling of the case of the murder of Sophie. It focuses on how the Irish judiciary 
has been unable to follow rigorously its own procedures and denounces the failure to comply with 
those of the European Community (which have been ratified by the Irish Parliament). 



                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                      

EUROPEAN  ALLIANCE JUSTICE FOR FAMILIES  
The Association attended the launch of the 
association « European Alliance Justice for 
Families » on November 23, 2012. This association 
was created by Anne Delacassian (the murder of 
her sister Irene in 2006 remains unpunished). Anne 
became a friend and a faithful member of the 
Association. This association is aiming at promoting 
the recent provisions of Irish law to give a voice to 
families of victims of murder and promote the new 
existence of "Serious Crime Review Team," already 
mentioned in this newsletter. This is a first step 
towards families being considered an important 
partner in police inquiries, but the notion of "civil 
parties" is still not recognized in Ireland.  
In the conference room, a tree carrying labels 
that movingly quoted the names of female 
murdered in Ireland, 187 since 1996. Sophie's 
name was listed. 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE ASSOCIATION 
The General Assembly of the Association took place on September 25, 2012, in the City Hall of the 
second arrondissement of Paris.  

About forty people were present including the parents and the son of Sophie. Discharge was given 
to our treasurer and the morale report was approved unanimously. The Board of Directors was elected, it 
remains unchanged from the one elected in September 2011. 

The three orientations of ASSOPH for the coming months were approved: 
- The Association backs the inquiring juge Gachon in the pursuit of his investigation 
- The blocking of the Irish justice justifies aggressive actions in Ireland 
- A legal action at European level must be held 

-   Associated actions have been defined: continue our communication, mobilize the French 
authorities on Sophie’s case, publish a “White Book” to outline facts and denounce publicly the 
shortcomings of the judicial authorities, police organisation in Ireland. Further analytical work on 
documents that are transmitted by our Irish correspondents, Take action against Ireland to the 
European Court of Justice, etc. 

The year 2013 is approaching. The Association extends its greetings to all its members. We whish you 
happiness and success in your projects, along with those conducted by our Association (and think about 
your contributions …). 

 

INFORMATIONS 
The plaintiffs will be received by judge Gachon on January 7, 2013 for an update on the 

progress of the case. 
Sophie's family, as it has done for 16 years, will visit Ireland in late January to celebrate a 

memorial service at the Church of Goleen and meet their many supporters in this country. 

ATTENTION: New address of ASSOPH as of 01/01/2013: 4, rue de Langeac 75015 PARIS 
 


